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Research data is an essential asset to the following 

of a scientific research. Nowadays, a major part of 

these data is produced through computational 

softwares, in a growing variety of formats, sizes 

and complexity. Because of that, it is important to 

identify ways to preserve and describe this data to 

reutilize it, thinking on the financial resources and 

the growing efforts of the research groups. The 

following study shows the idea of metadata to 

describe research data as important tools to the 

contextualization of the data and the possibility of 

reuse. The study presents types of metadata and 

their importance to the present stage of science, 

giving special attention to the OAIS (Open Archival 

Information System) model [1] – characterized as 

one of the most important metamodels to describe 

metadata. The study also describes metadata 

standardization and availability initiatives, as the 

Dataverse [2] and Chronopolis [3] projects, that 

seek ways to describe data in a criterious form, 

making easier for research groups to retrieve and 

reuse data.  
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